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Basic Statistic of the Government School - 2025

Mid-year population (‘000) (2025) | 21,756 All Government Schools 10,047
Population density (2025) 349 persons per sq.km. e National Schools 396
Gini coefficient of household 0.46 e Provincial Schools 9651
income (2019) All Students 3,747,544
HDI (Value/Rank) 2023: Rank 0.776 — 89 * Male Students 1,856,100
e Female Students 1,891,444

among 193 countries

X e National Schools 825,644
Literacy Rate (2024) (d) Average 93.3%
e Provincial Schools 2,921,900
° Male 94.0% -
All Teaching Staff 242,309
0,
* Female 92.6% e  Male Teaching Staff 55,413
University Education Student/ 26.3% e Female Teaching Staff 186,896
teacher ratio (2025) Principals (Included SLEAS and SLPS 12,648
General Education Student/ 15.5% Principals only)
teacher ratio (2025) All Teachers 229,661
Sources: Annual Central Bank Report 2025 * Male Teachers 48,686
e  Female Teachers 180,975

£50£3200% 5003 Sources: Annual School Census Report 2025 - Ministry of Education
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the cause of one or more clients at various levels to promote
social justice — Richard Hoefer ( 2006)

Advocacy in social work means standing uo for the
rights,dignity and well being of individuals and communities
facing systemic challenges. This multi level approach
operates at micro, mezzo and macro levels.
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Youth-Led Protests and Policy Change: from Sri Lanka &
Southeast Asian region

YOUTH-LED PROTESTS

ARAGALAYA B3

ho doh s

TARAGALAYA G i

[ | SRI LANKA .
KEY DRIVERS:
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IMPACT:

RAJAPAKSA FALL,
GOVERNMENT COLLAPSE,
CONSTITUTIOMAL
AMENDMENTS

CHARACTERISTICS:

INTER-ETHNIC LUINITY,

MASSIVE POPULAR SUPPORT s
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The rise of the youth community for global political
change can be seen within Sri Lanka and the broader
Southeast Asian region, both in the past and in the
present. The world changing duty is always associated
with the youth in the world. The Youth-led protests have
focused on addressing all the population's issues, through
Social-cultural, economic, and political contexts. It has
a positive impact or a negative impact in-country. And
also, it will be a critical situation or Turing point. This
article enunciates the youth uprising movements in Sri
Lanka, and the objective of writing this article is to share
the value of doing a democratic revolution to change
world politics, especially in an undemocratic system.
In addition, this article has covered the importance of
youth engagement for policy-making in Sri Lanka and
Southeast Asia. Also, this article intends to explore
youth political participation, the youth uprising
movements in world history, the History of the youth
uprising movement in Sri Lanka,

The Youth uprising movement in Sri Lanka and
Southeast Asian region

“Youth refers to individuals typically aged 15 to 29 years
(as recognized in Sri Lanka and the Commonwealth),
who are in a transitional stage between dependence
and independence, and who play an increasingly active
role in social, economic, and political life.” In my
opinion, the youth population is dynamic, energetic,
and powerful. In geopolitical context There are some
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significant youth uprising movements in world political
history as Vietnam War Protest, Indonesia (Reformasi
Movement 1998, Thailand (Student Uprising / 14
October 1973), Philippines (People Power Revolution,
“EDSA Revolution” 1986), Sri lanka - Janatha Vimukthi
Peramuna (JVP 1971) Insurrection, Sri Lanka 1987 —
Youth-Led Protests and the JVP Insurrection (Second
Uprising 1987) etc.

In recent years, youth-led uprisings have emerged as
a powerful force shaping political and social change
across the world. In Sri Lanka, the 2022-2023 Aragalaya
movement saw students and young professionals
mobilize against government corruption and economic
mismanagement, culminating in the resignation of
President Gotabaya Rajapaksa. Similarly, in Indonesia,
the 2025 “Dark Indonesia” protests were led by
university students opposing budget cuts, rising living
costs, and threats to education, prompting policymakers
to reconsider austerity measures. In the Philippines,
youth activists organized large-scale demonstrations
addressing corruption, climate policy failures, and
social inequality, increasing pressure on government
transparency. Thailand witnessed pro-democracy
youth protests between 2020 and 2023, with students
demanding constitutional reforms and expanded
civil liberties, while in Hong Kong (2019-2020),
young people led massive demonstrations against the
extradition bill and broader restrictions on democratic
rights. Across these movements, common patterns

s



emerge: young people leverage digital platforms for
mobilization, challenge political authority, advocate
for transparency and social justice, and increasingly
influence policy outcomes, highlighting the growing
global role of youth as agents of change.

Brief history of the uprising movement in Sri Lanka.

The youth uprising movement is not a new phenomenon
in Sri Lanka. The country has experienced religious,
and political radicalization. When studying the history
of Sri Lanka, there were significant youth radicalization
movements as follows:

Youth radicalization in Sri Lanka has evolved through
multiple phases, shaped by political, ethnic, and social
tensions. In the 1930s, radicalization emerged alongside
the rise of the workers’ and leftist movements, followed
by Tamil youth mobilization in the North and plantation
areas between 1939 and 1940. The mid-20th century
saw negative radicalization used by Sinhala Buddhist
nationalists to fuel communal violence against Tamils
and Muslim minorities, particularly in 1956 and 1958.
The 1971 Janatha Vimukthi Peramuna (JVP) uprising,
described by K.M. De Silva as the largest youth revolt in
the country’s history, marked the entry of armed struggle
into youth activism. Subsequent decades witnessed the
rise of the LTTE (1971-1994), the re-emergence of a
more organized JVP in the mid-1980s, and targeted
violence against Tamil civilians, including the burning
of Jaffna University Library in 1982 and the Black July
pogrom of 1983. Amid this turmoil, southern youth
initiated non-violent campaigns (1987-1989) using
methods like Padayathra and Sathyagraha, supported by
NGOs, to counter JVP violence and advocate for human
rights (Jayamaha, 2022). Post-war, Sinhala Buddhist
extremism has been strategically leveraged by political
leaders to consolidate power, while university students,
particularly through the Inter University Students
Federation (IUSF), continue to play a significant role in
political engagement and activism.

Youth Uprising Movements ‘Aragalaya’in Sri Lanka
2022

The 2022 Aragalaya Movement in Sri Lanka represented
a significant socio-political phenomenon arising from
one of the most severe economic and political crises in
the country’s post-independence history. The movement
was rooted in deep economic mismanagement,
unsustainable foreign debt, and persistent corruption
within the ruling regime. The collapse of key revenue
sources, particularly tourism and foreign remittances
during the COVID-19 pandemic, further exacerbated
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the crisis, leading to acute shortages of fuel, food,
and medicine. This economic breakdown, combined
with growing disillusionment over nepotism and poor
governance by the Rajapaksa administration, mobilized
citizens across social, ethnic, and professional
boundaries. The Aragalaya, meaning “struggle,”
evolved into a broad-based, non-partisan citizens’
movement demanding accountability, democratic
reforms, and an end to systemic corruption. Social media
networks, through campaigns such as #GoHomeGota
and #GotaGoGama, served as critical tools for political
mobilization, information dissemination, and collective
action.

Central to the Aragalaya was GotaGoGama, a symbolic
protest site established at Galle Face Green in
Colombo, which became a locus for civic engagement,
dialogue, and cultural expression. The sustained
protests culminated in significant political outcomes,
including the resignations of Prime Minister Mahinda
Rajapaksa in May and President Gotabaya Rajapaksa
in July 2022, signaling a transformative moment in
Sri Lanka’s democratic trajectory. Subsequently, Ranil
Wickremesinghe assumed the presidency, and the 21st
Amendment to the Constitution was enacted, aiming
to curtail executive powers and enhance parliamentary
oversight. Nonetheless, the post-protest period revealed
continuing governance challenges, including the
suppression of dissent, the use of the Prevention of
Terrorism Act (PTA) against activists, and ongoing
socio-economic instability. Despite these limitations,
the Aragalaya stands as a pivotal instance of civic
empowerment, illustrating the capacity of collective
citizen action to redefine democratic participation and
promote political accountability in Sri Lanka.

Youth Engagement for Policy changes in Sri Lanka

The Aragalaya movement of 2022 represented a pivotal
instance of youth engagement in policy discourse and
socio-political transformation in Sri Lanka. Confronted
with severe economic instability, governance failures,
and institutional corruption, the country’s youth
mobilized to demand structural reforms and greater
accountability from state authorities. Their involvement
extended beyond traditional protest mechanisms,
incorporating digital activism, policy advocacy, and
civic education to articulate the demand for a “system
change.” This engagement reflected a shift from
passive political participation to active citizenship,
wherein young people positioned themselves as critical
stakeholders in shaping national policy agendas. The
Aragalaya thus underscored the transformative potential



of youth agency in democratization processes and in
redefining the contours of participatory governance in
Sri Lanka.

e Recruiting Youth Representatives for Sectoral

Oversight Committees

In 2023, Sri Lanka took a progressive step toward
youth inclusion in governance by recruiting youth
representatives to  participate in Parliamentary
Sectoral Oversight Committees. These committees
are responsible for monitoring and reviewing the
performance of government ministries and institutions
in specific policy areas such as education, environment,
health, and finance. Through this initiative, over 500
youth between the ages of 18 and 35 were selected
from across the country to engage directly with
parliamentarians and contribute to policy discussions.
This marks the first time in Sri Lanka’s history that
young citizens were formally included in the legislative
oversight process. The initiative aimed to strengthen
democratic participation, improve transparency, and
empower youth as active partners in governance rather
than passive observers. It also reflected lessons from
the 2022 Aragalaya movement, where youth demanded
systemic reforms and a more accountable political
culture.

e Statement by Former President Ranil Wickremesinghe

In his speech from the throne delivered in Parliament,
former President Ranil Wickremesinghe emphasized
his commitment to expanding opportunities for youth
participation in political and decision-making processes.
He acknowledged the critical role that young people
played in shaping the national reform agenda and stated
that the government intends to open more avenues
for youth engagement in the upcoming elections. His
statement indicated a policy shift toward recognizing
youthaskey stakeholders innational governance, moving
beyond symbolic representation to institutionalized
participation. This vision aligns with global trends that
advocate for integrating youth perspectives into formal
political systems to enhance innovation, accountability,
and sustainability in policymaking.

¢ Providing a 25% Youth Quota

To further institutionalize youth participation, Sri
Lanka has proposed introducing a 25% youth quota
in local government and provincial council elections.
This policy would require that at least one-fourth of all
candidates nominated by political parties be youth under
the age of 35. The objective of this reform is to address

@) CED 6659860 8859 6DE

the underrepresentation of young people in formal
politics, promote generational diversity in leadership,
and create a pathway for young leaders to contribute
to public policy and governance. The quota system is
designed to complement existing gender representation
mechanisms and to ensure that youth perspectives
are reflected in decision-making at all levels of
government. If effectively implemented, the 25% quota
could help bridge the gap between youth activism seen
vividly during the Aragalaya movement and sustained
participation within democratic institutions.

Summary

Many recent youth-led protests are driven by economic
pressures and rising costs of living, with frustration over
inflation, subsidy cuts, and underfunded public services.
Protesters also respond to perceived injustice and
misuse of public funds, such as extravagant government
spending, corrupt infrastructure projects, or unfair
allowances for politicians. Young activists demand
political accountability and reforms, calling for greater
transparency and meaningful government action. They
increasingly leverage social media and youth networks
to organize decentralized movements and amplify their
voices. Additionally, these movements often center on
rights and democratic participation, including voting
rights, fair representation, and checks on elite power,
reflecting a generational push for systemic change.

K.A.Rangani Lakmali,
Coalition for Educational Development, Sri Lanka.
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